
 

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the City Council of Rush City held Monday, February 14, 

2022, in the City Hall Council Chambers at 6:30 p.m. 

Mayor Dahlberg called the meeting to order with the following members present: Councilors 

Frank Storm, Mick Louzek, Tom Schneider; Mayor Dan Dahlberg. 

Member absent: Dan Meyer. 

Others present included Sergeant Jason Foster of the Chisago County Sheriff’s Office, Fire 

Chief Bob Carlson, Airport Engineer Shawn McMahon of SEH and Nikki Hallman of the County 

News Review. 

 Consideration of a new member for the airport board was added to the agenda. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To approve the minutes of the regular meeting of 

January 24, 2022. MC 

Motion by Schneider, second by Louzek: To approve the Bills and Claims of the City as 

presented to the Council and on file in the City offices. MC 

Notices and communications were then reviewed. The 4th quarter newsletter from the 

Chisago County Sheriff’s Office was reviewed. 

Sergeant Foster then addressed the Council regarding Rush City’s 2021 statistics and 

compared them to 2020. He noted that the majority of thefts were gas drive offs and that vehicle 

accidents have increased. He also informed the Council that all Sheriff’s Department officers have 

body cameras. 

The City Hall mask mandate was then discussed.  

Motion by Louzek, second by Schneider: To require masks only in the Council Chambers, 

keep the plexiglass barrier up at the front counter of City Hall, and review again at the first Council 

meeting in March. Roll call vote: Louzek, Yes; Storm, No; Dahlberg, Yes; Schneider, Yes. MC 

Discussion then followed regarding the recent passing of County Commissioner Mike 

Robinson. It was noted that he had been on the Rush City Council for 10 years prior to running for 

County Commissioner, and had been a County Commissioner since 2001. Mayor Dahlberg 

explained that he had received requests for the Council to consider a memorial for Commissioner 

Robinson. Discussion followed regarding naming a portion of 4th Street in Mike’s honor. It was 

noted that since 4th Street is a county road, the Administrator would have to discuss it with the 

County Engineer. The Administrator was also directed to discuss the idea with Mike’s wife. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To name a portion of 4th Street in honor of Mike 

Robinson. MC 

At this time, those in attendance were called on for public comment. 

Airport business was then discussed. Bids from MN Petroleum were reviewed. The first bid 

was for adding a gauge system to the fuel thanks which would electronically report the fuel levels 

and monitor for water in the tanks. The second bid was to install platforms on the tanks to allow for 

the Public Works employees to stick test the tanks for water.  

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To approve the bid of MN Petroleum for an OPW 

Nano tank gauge with 3 probes, floats and water detection system. MC 

The American Rescue Grant offer from the FAA for the Rush City Regional Airport was 

reviewed. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Schneider and carried: To approve the following: 

 

RESOLUTION 2022-02 

 

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING AND APPROVING THE  

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 

GRANT AGREEMENT 

 



 

WHEREAS, The City Council of Rush City has received the Airport Rescue Grant Offer for the 

Rush City Regional Airport; and,  

 

WHEREAS, It is the intention of the City of Rush City to use these funds for lawfully approved 

expenses at the Rush City Regional Airport. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the City Council of Rush City hereby approves and 

accepts the U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Aviation Administration Airport Rescue 

Grant Agreement, Number 3-27-0087-015-2022, and, 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City Administrator and City Attorney are hereby 

authorized and directed to sign said Agreement on behalf of the City of Rush City. 

 

Passed by the City Council of Rush City this 14th day of February, 2022. 

 

 

 

 ________________________________________ 

      Mayor 

 

___________________________________ 

Administrator   

 

The 2022 Fee Schedule was reviewed and discussed.  

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To make the changes to the 2022 Fee Schedule as 

follows: Temporary on sale beer or liquor license will be $25.00 per day; utility accounts that receive 

shut off letters will be charged the certified mailing cost; Public Works hourly staff rate will be 

$55.00; fire call fee will be $750; if a fire call fee is sent to collections, a collection fee of 25% of the 

invoice will be charged; and a peddler’s permit will be $80 per month. MC 

Fire Department business was then discussed. Chief Bob Carlson and Jessie Corey from 

Custom Fire addressed the Council regarding the new fire department tanker that was ordered in 

August, 2021. Mr. Corey explained that Kenworth has discontinued the chassis we ordered and had 

not started building it yet. He explained that the chassis that is the most similar to the one we ordered 

will be an increase in price. He also warned the Council that chassis building companies are 

increasing their prices due to the increase in costs for materials. He will let Bob know when he 

knows what the increase will be. The consensus of the Council was to continue moving forward with 

the truck purchase. 

The bids for new carpet and paint in the City offices were reviewed. The Administrator noted 

that she had spoken to the school district and they are intending to renew the lease with the City next 

year. Discussion followed regarding the Council Chambers and the condition of the carpet. The 

Council determined that painting and re-carpeting the Council Chambers would not be necessary at 

this time. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To approve the quote of Lindstrom’s Painting to paint 

the main hallway of City Hall, the City offices, and Sheriff’s Office, but not the Council Chambers. 

MC 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To approve the quote of Giese Carpet to carpet the City 

offices and the Sheriff’s Office, but not the Council Chambers. MC 

Articles from the League of MN Cities regarding housing and zoning issues that are being 

discussed by the State Legislature this session were discussed. 

 



 

Motion by Dahlberg, second by Schneider and carried: To approve the following: 

 

 RESOLUTION 2022-03 

 

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING HOUSING AND LOCAL  

DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY 

 

WHEREAS, local elected decision-makers are in the best position to determine the health, 

safety, and welfare regulations that best serve the unique needs of their constituents; and 

 

WHEREAS, zoning regulation is an important planning tool that benefits communities 

economically and socially, improves health and wellness, and helps conserve the environment; 

and  

 

WHEREAS, local zoning regulation allows communities to plan for the use of land 

transparently, involving residents through public engagement; and  

 

WHEREAS, cities across the state are keenly aware of the distinct housing challenges facing 

their communities and they target those local housing challenges with available tools; and 

 

WHEREAS, multiple bills restricting local decision-making related to housing have been 

introduced in the 2021-2022 biennium. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Rush City that this 

Council supports local decision-making authority and opposes legislation that restricts the ability 

for local elected officials to respond to the needs of their communities.  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Council supports housing policy that advances solutions 

to support full housing spectrum solutions, local innovation, incentives instead of mandates, and 

community-specific solutions throughout Minnesota. 

 

Adopted by the City Council of Rush City this 14th day of February, 2022. 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       Mayor 

 

_______________________________ 

Administrator 

 

Information from Ehlers regarding refunding of City bonds was reviewed. 

Discussion then followed regarding the City-owned parcel west of Brookside Parkway and 

north of Bunker Blvd, PID 17.00690.30. The Administrator explained that a local builder has 

expressed interest in purchasing the parcel for townhomes. The parcel is currently zoned B-1 

Highway Business, but is adjacent to existing townhomes. The consensus of the Council was to 

continue discussion regarding the parcel at the next Council meeting. 

The January 2022 finance report was then reviewed.  

The Administrator informed the Council that Airport Manager Mark Nelson has found a pilot 

willing to replace Joe Donahue on the Airport Board. 



 

Motion by Louzek, second by Storm: To appoint Steve Scarborough to the Airport Board to 

replace Joe Donahue. MC 

Council concerns were then discussed. Councilor Storm mentioned that the streetlight in 

front of his home doesn’t appear to be working. Mayor Dahlberg informed the Council that he will 

not be running for Mayor of Rush City in 2022, he will be running for County Commissioner for the 

5th District. Discussion followed regarding the redistricting that will be completed this year and how 

it may impact the boundaries of the 5th District 

Announcements were then given that City Hall will be closed on February 21, 2022, in 

observance of Presidents Day. 

Motion by Louzek, second by Schneider: To adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m. MC 

 

 

_________________________ 

Administrator 
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